BETWEEN A PEOPLE AND MANKIND
"Yes," he said quite emphatically: "I met a Jew. He was the purest anti-Semitic. He spoke of the incomplete character of the Old Testament, of the evil qualities of his race, and that Judaism must be culturally overthrown/'
"And what did you think of that?"
"Nonsense. I stand beside Jesus, who as a Jew did not come to destroy the Old Testament but to supersede it by fulfilling it. You have maintained yourselves fresh for such a long time because you were a minority, which is very often more energetic and better than a majority. As with the Parsees in India, excluded, antagonised, always on the qui vive, so the Jew has become cleverer, at least more sensible. He has been forced into certain branches of commercial life; what else remained for him? The State would not allow him to take up what are called the higher positions. In Vienna I gave lessons to the son of a Jewish banker, and when he was grown up I saw how he did his military service as a one-year recruit and then wanted to become an officer; I saw how he was refused again and again, until finally a friend of the family succeeded in achieving the impossible for the boy at a card party held by Franz Joseph/'
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